ST. ALPHONSUS
ST. PETER

Pastor: Rev. Paul J. Appel
Residence: 2618 Boies Avenue • Davenport, Iowa 52802
Phone: (563) 322-0987 • Fax: (563) 323-1458 •
E-mail: staldav@gmail.com
Web Page: www.stalphonsusdav.org

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Nicholas Akindele

DAVENPORT
BUFFALO

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday
Sunday

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

St. Alphonsus
St. Alphonsus
St. Peter @ St. Alphonsus

Confessions beginning at 3 pm on Saturdays before 4:00 PM Mass.
Available by appointment, please call the parish office.

Residence: 1923 Fillmore St. • Davenport, Iowa 52804
Phone: (563) 322-0901
Email: davholyfamily@diodav.org
Web Page: www.holyfamilydavenport.com
Office Hours: Monday ― Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Paige King ― Administrative Assistant
Susan Marshall – Bulletin

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH
Religious Education Director
Mary Ann Hagemann ...................................... 391-8593
RCIA Director
Sister Susan Rueve, O.S.F. .............................. 323-1502
ST. ALPHONSUS EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION CENTER
Shelly Mclntosh, Director ................................ 323-3204
ST. PETER CHURCH — BUFFALO
406 4th Street, Buffalo, IA 52728
Deacon Larry Dankert .................................. 381-2741
Parish Council President
Larry Cawiezell .............................................. 381-5288
Religious Education
Elementary - Nancy Stalder ............................ 381-2058
Intermediate - Scott Heskett .......................... 381-4991
PARISH SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Baptismal preparation class by appointment.
 Please contact office for more information.
Weddings: Make arrangements pastor at least six months before
the wedding date. Dates and times for wedding in both parishes must
be scheduled by contacting the pastor.
RCIA: Classes begin mid-Sept for adults wishing to join the
Catholic church and/or wanting to enter more fully by receiving the
other sacraments. Please contact the parish office to register.
CHILD ABUSE REPORTING: Call Iowa Department of Human
Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy
or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance
coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org
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GENERAL NEWS
From Father’s Desk
2021
Soon we will begin a new calendar year, so here are a few things to look
forward to in 2021 for the three parishes.
Altars. We already have a new altar at Holy Family, but this still needs
to be consecrated by the bishop for it to become official. Once we
have the tabernacle stand installed, we will invite him out for the
dedication. We are hoping to have the new pieces installed soon.
The altar at St. Alphonsus is due to be replaced as well. The veneer is beginning to peel off in places, so I would like to replace it
with a handmade, solid wood altar. We now have several designs
and they should be on display in the church by the time you read
this. Hopefully we will be able to return to usiong St. Peter’s altar
soon, as the end of the corona virus restrictions are now on the
horizon.
Study groups. Before the virus, I was working on establishing small
group meetings throughout the parishes to work on adult catechesis and bible study. We have materials available, but meeting in
person has not yet been a possibility. Soon we will restart this effort.
Online Offerings. Now that we have a camera at St. Al’s, we will be
offering more videos of Mass and possibly a bible study. Watch
this space for more information.
Planning. Over a year ago, a group called the St. Gregory Commission
began meeting to discuss a plan for the parishes on the west side
of Scott County. With numbers of priests continuing to decline, we
must have a plan in place to provide Masses and other services to
all of our parishioners if we lose a priest here. This will likely mean
some kind of parish consolidation or building project in the future.
My hope is that we can have some town hall style meetings soon
to discuss our options.
Maintenance. The school roof at All Saints is still in need of repair, so
fund-raising efforts will continue in order to preserve the building.
Holy Family is in need of serious tuckpointing, so that will need to
be addressed rather soon. St. Alphonsus rectory has a serious bat
problem, so mitigation efforts will have to take place in the spring.
What is on your parish list for 2021? What else should I keep in mind as
we move into the New Year?
-Fr. Paul
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NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Is 60:1-6/ Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,1213/ Eph 3:2-3a,5-6/ Mt 2:1-12

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ST. ALPHONSUS – DAVENPORT
Parishioners will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation on Saturday’s at 3 p.m.

MASS INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 28 - JANUARY 3
Mon.
8:00
Carol McCean†
Tues.
8:00
Shirley Kay Mattingly†
Wed.
8:00
Les Brandt
Thurs. 8:00
L/D Holy Name Society Members†
4:00
Richard J. Castel†
Fri.
9:00
Cetanyan Family†
Sat.
4:00
L/D Williams & Taylor Families†
Sun.
8:00
Pro Populo

ST. PETER – BUFFALO
Sun.

MASS INTENTION - JANUARY 3
10:00
Anthony Burge†

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Today Dec. 27 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
08:30 AM
NO Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter
Wed. Dec. 30

06:30 PM

NO Religious Ed/ St Alphonsus

Sun. Jan. 3

The Epiphany of The Lord
08:30 AM
NO Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through this? There will be challenges, changes, unexpected circumstances,
interrupted plans, hurts, and injustices experienced by every human being at some point in their lives. We will be asked to adjust our
plans, change course, and even encounter suffering and death. Where do we learn all of the lessons we need to live life well? Some of
them we learn along the way but much of what we bring to life, positive and negative, comes from our early beginnings, our families.
This is our early world and provides the blueprint for how we see the bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us.
Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a combination of both. Families are intended to be pivotal in providing us
with proper social structure and understanding, a support system, lessons about relationships and communication, and the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. They can also determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with
God. Many of life’s challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a strength of character that resides well
beyond the superficialities of our world. At some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God: faith, hope,
and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones responsible for their creation, but God!
Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we expect to achieve from life in general. Resolving conflicts,
dealing with difficulty and suffering, celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs, listening to God’s call, understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the virtues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed in teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to discover his presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even the most dysfunctional family how to best use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to find him and
do his will. Their simple humble example is always before us, showing us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
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