
DAVENPORT 

BUFFALO 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  4:00   PM St. Alphonsus 

Sunday  8:00   AM St. Alphonsus 

  10:00 AM St. Peter @ St. Alphonsus 
   

Confessions beginning at 3 pm on Saturdays before 4:00 PM Mass. 
Available by appointment, please call the parish office. 

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH 

Religious Education Director 

Mary Ann Hagemann ...................................... 391-8593 
 

RCIA Director 

Sister Susan Rueve, O.S.F. .............................. 323-1502 
 

 

 

ST. ALPHONSUS EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION CENTER 

Shelly Mclntosh, Director ................................ 323-3204 
 

 

 

ST. PETER CHURCH — BUFFALO 

406 4th Street, Buffalo, IA  52728 
 
Deacon Larry Dankert .................................. 381-2741 
 

Parish Council President 

Larry Cawiezell .............................................. 381-5288 
 

Religious Education 

Elementary - Nancy Stalder ............................ 381-2058 

Intermediate - Scott Heskett .......................... 381-4991 

 
 

PARISH SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: Baptismal preparation class by appointment. 

 Please contact office for more information. 
 

Weddings: Make arrangements pastor at least six months before 

the wedding date. Dates and times for wedding in both parishes must 

be scheduled by contacting the pastor.  
 

RCIA: Classes begin mid-Sept for adults  wishing to join the 

Catholic church and/or wanting to enter more fully by receiving    the 

other sacraments. Please contact the  parish office to register. 
 

CHILD ABUSE REPORTING: Call Iowa Department of Human 

Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy 

or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance 

coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org 

DECEMBER 20, 2020-.-4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ST. ALPHONSUS 
ST. PETER 

Pastor: Rev. Paul J. Appel 
 

Residence: 2618 Boies Avenue • Davenport, Iowa 52802 

Phone: (563) 322-0987 • Fax: (563) 323-1458 • 

E-mail: staldav@gmail.com 

Web Page: www.stalphonsusdav.org 

 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Nicholas Akindele 
 

Residence: 1923 Fillmore St. • Davenport, Iowa 52804 

Phone: (563) 322-0901 

Email: davholyfamily@diodav.org 

Web Page: www.holyfamilydavenport.com 

 

Office Hours: Monday ― Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

Paige King ― Administrative Assistant 

Susan Marshall – Bulletin  



GENERAL NEWS 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3/ Ps 105:1-2, 3-4,  

5-6, 8-9/ Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/ Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

Christmas Sermon of St. Leo the Great 

 

Our Saviour, dearly Beloved, was born this day. Let us re-

joice. Sadness is not becoming upon the Birth Day of Life 

Itself, which, now that the fear of death is ended, fills us 

with gladness, because of our own promised immortality. 

No one is excluded from sharing in this cheerfulness, for 

the reason of our joy is common to all men. Our Lord, the 

Conqueror of sin and death, since there was no one free 

from servitude, came that He might bring deliverance to all. 

Let him who is sanctified rejoice, for he draws nigh to the 

palm. Let the sinner rejoice, since he is invited to grace. Let 

the Gentiles exult, for they are called to life. For the Son of 

God, in the fullness of time, has taken upon Himself the 

nature of our humanity, as the unsearchable depths of the 

divine counsel hath decreed, in order that the inventor of 

death, the devil, by that very nature which he defeated, 

would be himself overcome. 

And in this contest that was undertaken for us, the battle 

was waged in accordance with a great and wondrous law of 

justice. For the Omnipotent God engaged in combat with 

His most bitter enemy, not in the strength of His own Maj-

esty, but in our human infirmity; confronting him with our 

very form and nature, and sharing likewise in our mortality; 

but free of all stain. 

Unlike this Holy Nativity, is that of which we read of all men: 

No one is there free from sin, not even the infant whose life 

upon the earth is but a day.[Job 14:4] But of the concupis-

cence of the flesh, nothing has been transmitted in this 

unique generation; nothing of the law of sin has descend-

ed. A royal virgin of the house of David is chosen as the 

bearer of the Sacred Fruit, who had conceived her divine 

and human Offspring in her soul, before she conceived Him 

in her body. 

And knowing not the divine purpose, and lest she be fearful 

at such unheard of tidings, she learns from the angelic col-

loquy of that which was to be wrought in her by the Holy 

Spirit; nor did she, who was about to become the Mother of 

God, believe that this betokened the loss of her virginity. 

Why should she be fearful, to whom fruitfulness is prom-

ised through the power of the Most High? The faith of the 

believer is confirmed by the witness of the miracle that 

went before, when to Elizabeth was given unlooked for 

fruitfulness; that it might not be doubted, that He Who had 

given to the barren to conceive, would give it likewise to the 

Virgin. 

2. The Word of God, therefore, God, the Son of God, Who in 

the beginning was with God, by Whom all things were 

made, and without Whom was made nothing that was 

made, became Man, that He might free man from eternal 

death; bending down to the taking of our lowliness, without 

diminution of His own Majesty, so that remaining what He 
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join the form of a true servant to that form in which He is 

equal to God the Father [Phil. 2:6]; and by such a bond so 

link both natures, that this exaltation might not swallow up 

the lesser, nor adoption lessen the Higher. 

Preserving therefore, the substance of both natures, and 

uniting them in One Person, lowliness is assumed by Maj-

esty; infirmity, by Power; mortality, by Immortality. And to 

pay the debt of our present state, an inviolable Nature is 

united to our suffering one; and true God and true man are 

welded into the unity of One Lord, so that, as was needed 

for our healing, one and the same Mediator of God and 

men, might, by the one, suffer death, and by the Other, rise 

again from the dead. Rightly then, did this Birth of our sal-

vation bring no taint of corruption to the Virginal integrity; 

for the birth of Truth, was the defense of virginity. 

Such a Birth, dearly Beloved, befitted Christ, the Power of 

God, and the Wisdom of God; whereby He would be both 

joined to our lowliness, yet remain far above us in His divin-

ity. For unless He were true God, He could bring us no aid; 

and were He not true man, He could offer us no example. 

The exulting angels, therefore, sing to the new born Lord, 

Glory to God in the Highest, and they announce unto me, 

peace on earth to men of good will. For they see the heav-

enly Jerusalem made up from all peoples of the earth. With 

what joy may not the lowliness of mankind rejoice in this 

unspeakable work of the divine compassion, when the an-

gels in their glory so greatly rejoice. 

3. Let us, therefore, give thanks, dearly Beloved, to God the 

Father, through the Son, in the Holy Spirit; Who, because of 

the exceeding great love, wherein He has loved us, has had 

compassion on us. And even when we were dead in sins, 

hath quickened us together in Christ [Eph. 2:5], that in Him 

we might be a new creature, and a new clay. Let us strip 

ourselves of the old man with his deeds; for being made 

partakers of the Birth of Christ, let us renounce the deeds 

of the flesh [Col. 3:9]. 

Acknowledge, O Christian, the dignity that is yours! Being 

made a partaker of the divine nature, do not by an unwor-

thy manner of living fall back into your former abjectness of 

life. Be mindful of Whose Head, and of Whose Body, you 

are a member. Remember, that wrested from the powers 

of darkness, thou art now translated into the Light and the 

Kingdom of God. By the sacrament of baptism you have 

become the temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not, by evil deeds, 

drive out from you such a One dwelling with thee, and sub-

mit yourself again to the bondage of the devil. Because 

your price was the Blood of Christ; because in strictness He 

shall judge you Who in mercy has redeemed you, Who with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, livest and reignest, world 

without end. Amen. 
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Parishioners will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation on Saturday’s at 3 p.m. 

MASS INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 21 - 27 

Mon. 8:00 Walter Huntington† 

Tues. 8:00 Frank Norris†   
Wed. 8:00 Holy Souls in Purgatory† 

Thurs. 4:00 Mike & Megan Gallagher† 
 6:00 Souls in Purgatory† 
 8:00 Deceased Aguilar, Childers & Zinger Family Members  

Fri. 8:00 Don Schebler† 

Sat. 4:00 Cyril Parker Family† 

Sun. 8:00 Tim Heskett† 

 

 

ST. PETER – BUFFALO 
MASS INTENTION - DECEMBER 27  

Sun. 10:00 Lus Garcia† 

ADA Update 

  St. Alphonsus  St. Peter 

Goal :  $28,124  $8,333 

Pledged: $25,630  $8,978 

  91.13%   107.74% 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Today Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 08:30 AM Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter 

   

Wed. Dec. 23 06:30 PM NO Religious Ed/ St Alphonsus 

 

Thur. Dec. 24 04:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 

 06:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 

 08:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 

 

Fri. Dec. 25 08:00 AM Christmas Mass 

 10:00 AM Christmas Mass 

   

Sun. Dec. 27 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

 08:30 AM NO Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true happi-
ness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are not 
there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable object; 
in other words by God himself.” 

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not achieved by our own merits but through a relationship with God. We are 
hardwired for this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is that we come from God and are 
designed to return to God. If our beginning and our end define who we are, why would we not want 
to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It is waiting for the 
birth of God in time, within one’s soul and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other momen-
tary satisfactions that we misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God. 

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight path, 
orders our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are 
meant to serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel 
said this to Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not need to be busily 
looking for more things but must learn to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This is 
the beautiful simple message of Advent! 

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to 
spend time alone and without distraction, then there’s a good chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder the holy simplici-
ty of Mary’s call to be the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” When we are help-
less and at home with our emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has come. 

MASS INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 21 - 27 

Mon. 8:00 Walter Huntington† 

Tues. 8:00 Frank Norris†   
Wed. 8:00 Holy Souls in Purgatory† 

Thurs. 4:00 Mike & Megan Gallagher† 
 6:00 Souls in Purgatory† 
 8:00 Deceased Aguilar, Childers & Zinger Family Members  

Fri. 8:00 Pat Lundquist†  
 10:00 Mary Sulentic† 

Sat. 4:00 Cyril Parker Family† 
  Bill M. Reagan† 

Sun. 8:00 Pro Populo 


