ST. ALPHONSUS
ST. PETER

Pastor: Rev. Paul J. Appel
Residence: 2618 Boies Avenue • Davenport, Iowa 52802
Phone: (563) 322-0987 • Fax: (563) 323-1458 •
E-mail: staldav@gmail.com
Web Page: www.stalphonsusdav.org

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Nicholas Akindele

DAVENPORT
BUFFALO

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday
Sunday

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

St. Alphonsus
St. Alphonsus
St. Peter @ St. Alphonsus

Confessions beginning at 3 pm on Saturdays before 4:00 PM Mass.
Available by appointment, please call the parish office.

Residence: 1923 Fillmore St. • Davenport, Iowa 52804
Phone: (563) 322-0901
Email: davholyfamily@diodav.org
Web Page: www.holyfamilydavenport.com
Office Hours: Monday ― Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Paige King ― Administrative Assistant
Susan Marshall – Bulletin

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH
Religious Education Director
Mary Ann Hagemann ...................................... 391-8593
RCIA Director
Sister Susan Rueve, O.S.F. .............................. 323-1502
ST. ALPHONSUS EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION CENTER
Shelly Mclntosh, Director ................................ 323-3204
ST. PETER CHURCH — BUFFALO
406 4th Street, Buffalo, IA 52728
Deacon Larry Dankert .................................. 381-2741
Parish Council President
Larry Cawiezell .............................................. 381-5288
Religious Education
Elementary - Nancy Stalder ............................ 381-2058
Intermediate - Scott Heskett .......................... 381-4991
PARISH SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Baptismal preparation class by appointment.
 Please contact office for more information.
Weddings: Make arrangements pastor at least six months before
the wedding date. Dates and times for wedding in both parishes must
be scheduled by contacting the pastor.
RCIA: Classes begin mid-Sept for adults wishing to join the
Catholic church and/or wanting to enter more fully by receiving the
other sacraments. Please contact the parish office to register.
CHILD ABUSE REPORTING: Call Iowa Department of Human
Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy
or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance
coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org
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GENERAL NEWS
From Father’s Desk
Preparing for Our Lord’s Arrival
The purple color of our Advent vestments reminds us that we are now
in a penitential season, awaiting the birth of the Saviour. The four
weeks of Advent should be a time for prayer, reflection, and an examination of our consciences. In order to guide your thoughts in this manner, I thought it would be a good time to take a look at some common
aspects of Catholic life that are not so common these days…
1. Sunday Mass is obligatory (at least when the pandemic is over). If
you can safely attend Holy Mass, you ought to do so every week of
your life.
2. In order to receive Holy Communion, you must be a Catholic in
good standing, unaware of any mortal sin on your soul, and arrive
at Mass prior to the Gospel.
3. Confession of mortal sin is necessary for your salvation. If you are
aware of mortal sin in your life and do not confess it before death,
this puts your eternal soul at extreme risk.
4. Marital vows are not “marital suggestions.” If you are married, you
have an obligation to fidelity, unity, procreation, and the good of
your spouse.
5. Catholics are to be married in their parish church before a priest
or other official minister. Other situations may arise under the
law, but these are considered exceptions.
6. Cohabitation prior to marriage is considered unlawful in the
Church. Those who do so are expected to live as brother and sister until the marriage rites are completed.
7. Abortion is gravely sinful. Anyone who participates in such an act
is automatically excommunicated until such time as they are absolved of this sin.
8. Catholic education is the responsibility of each child’s parents.
Children should attend Religious education classes either at their
school or parish.
9. The Bible states that each person should tithe according to their
means. In order to support the good works of the Church, each
Catholic should give to their parish, their diocese, their local Catholic school, and to local charities that assist the poor.
10. No Catholic should ever be involved in illegal activities or immoral
activities since these lead to mortal sin. Use of the internet or other means of social communication should be strictly monitored in
the home.
None of these are new teachings, though we don’t talk about them
nearly enough. While each individual has free will, that individual also
has an obligation to form their conscience in a way that is aligned
with God’s will. If any of these are difficult for you, I encourage you to
take them to prayer and ask for a conversion of your heart. Do not let
a temporary penance or discomfort prevent you from attaining eternal
life in heaven.
-Fr. Paul
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NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: 2Sam 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16/ Ps 89:2-3,
4-5,27,29/ Rom 16:25-27/ Lk 1:26-38

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ST. ALPHONSUS – DAVENPORT
Parishioners will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation on Saturday’s at 3 p.m.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

MASS INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 14 - 20
8:00
Janice Penny†
8:00
Wiskirchen Family†
8:00
Joe Cawiezell†
8:00
Carolyn Richardson†
8:00
Don Schebler†
4:00
Cyril Parker Family†
8:00
Tim Heskett†

Thank you to everyone who has
given to this year’s Angel Tree! We are so
thankful for our parishioners. Once again,
you have helped St. Alphonsus pull though
and make this another successful year.

ST. PETER – BUFFALO
Sun.

10:00

Goal :
Pledged:

MASS INTENTION - DECEMBER 20
Pro Populo
ADA Update
St. Alphonsus
$28,124
$25,130
89.35%

St. Peter
$8,333
$8,978
107.74%

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Today Dec. 13 Third Sunday of Advent
08:30 AM
Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter
Wed. Dec. 16

06:30 PM

Religious Ed/ St Alphonsus

Sun. Dec. 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent
08:30 AM
Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. On
this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back again and again to the purchase of a ticket.
Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize
that nothing has really changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living in my incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and grief. I did not find joy.
Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are brought to us through incredible experiences of connection that bring us face to face with real and authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last.
The moment we find ourselves looking back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment in
memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not something I create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not able
to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very essence of who I am and desires a home within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul
and is given as gift by the God who loves me.
The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other reason
than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses.
They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy catch
us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness
about them. Nothing created by humans can ever come close to this. We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of
this until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for
joy we will understand what we have been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow.
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