
DAVENPORT 

BUFFALO 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  4:00   PM St. Alphonsus 

Sunday  8:00   AM St. Alphonsus 

  10:00 AM St. Peter @ St. Alphonsus 
   

Confessions beginning at 3 pm on Saturdays before 4:00 PM Mass. 
Available by appointment, please call the parish office. 

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH 

Religious Education Director 

Mary Ann Hagemann ..................................... 391-8593 
 

RCIA Director 

Sister Susan Rueve, O.S.F............................... 323-1502 
 

 

 

ST. ALPHONSUS EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION CENTER 

Shelly Mclntosh, Director ............................... 323-3204 
 

 

 

ST. PETER CHURCH — BUFFALO 

406 4th Street, Buffalo, IA  52728 
 
Deacon Larry Dankert .................................. 381-2741 
 

Parish Council President 

Larry Cawiezell ............................................. 381-5288 
 

Religious Education 

Elementary - Nancy Stalder ........................... 381-2058 

Intermediate - Scott Heskett .......................... 381-4991 

 
 

PARISH SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: Baptismal preparation class by appointment. 

 Please contact office for more information. 
 

Weddings: Make arrangements pastor at least six months before 

the wedding date. Dates and times for wedding in both parishes must 

be scheduled by contacting the pastor.  
 

RCIA: Classes begin mid-Sept for adults  wishing to join the 

Catholic church and/or wanting to enter more fully by receiving    the 

other sacraments. Please contact the  parish office to register. 
 

CHILD ABUSE REPORTING: Call Iowa Department of Human 

Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy 

or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance 

coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org 
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ST. ALPHONSUS 
ST. PETER 

Pastor: Rev. Paul J. Appel 
 

Residence: 2618 Boies Avenue • Davenport, Iowa 52802 

Phone: (563) 322-0987 • Fax: (563) 323-1458 • 

E-mail: staldav@gmail.com 

Web Page: www.stalphonsusdav.org 

 

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Nicholas Akindele 
 

Residence: 1923 Fillmore St. • Davenport, Iowa 52804 

Phone: (563) 322-0901 

Email: davholyfamily@diodav.org 

Web Page: www.holyfamilydavenport.com 

 

Office Hours: Monday ― Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

Paige King ― Administrative Assistant 

Susan Marshall – Bulletin  



GENERAL NEWS 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Prov 31:10-13,19-20,30-31/           

Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5/ 1Th 5:1-6/ Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15,19-21 

From Father  

 

Fratelli Tutti Part 4 

 

Pope Francis concludes Chapter 3 with the statement that “we 

can then say that each country also belongs to the foreigner.” 

Indeed, if there is no individual right to private property as he 

stated earlier, then there is no right to the possession of a coun-

try or its goods, either. In order to achieve this, the Pope sug-

gests that we “consider an ethics of international relations.” 

 

In chapter four, the Holy Father begins to lay out his idea of in-

ternational relations. First, he does admit that unnecessary im-

migration aught to be avoided and conditions should be im-

proved in all lands such that any person can find the work, jus-

tice, and dignity necessary for a happy life in their home coun-

tries. However, those who seek a better life elsewhere should 

not be denied that opportunity and immigration policies should 

be open and easy. He suggests that the international communi-

ty should “develop a form of global governance with regards to 

movements of migration.” Such a body would not only help dur-

ing times of disaster, but also develop long term migration plans 

and development of poorer regions. 

 

Pope Francis states that migration is fundamentally a good 

thing, since sharing of ideas and cultural values can benefit all 

peoples. Richer countries can help poorer countries when it 

comes to finances and development, while poorer countries can 

help richer countries in spiritual and moral development. Since 

our world has become more interconnected, he concludes that 

a new order should be brought about in the world. Following 

from Pope Benedict, he states that we need to attain a global 

juridical, political, and economic order “which can increase and 

give direction to international cooperation for the development 

of all peoples in solidarity.” Since our Holy Father seems to say 

that only large governmental systems are best suited to create 

these conditions, I feel it timely to conclude today’s remarks 

with a parable from Scripture (Judges 9-15): 

 

One day the trees went out to anoint a king for them-

selves. They said to the olive tree, ‘Be our king.’ “But 

the olive tree answered, ‘Should I give up my oil, by 

which both gods and humans are honored, to hold 

sway over the trees?’ “Next, the trees said to the fig 

tree, ‘Come and be our king.’ “But the fig tree replied, 

‘Should I give up my fruit, so good and sweet, to hold 

sway over the trees?’ “Then the trees said to the vine, 

‘Come and be our king.’ “But the vine answered, 

‘Should I give up my wine, which cheers both gods and 

humans, to hold sway over the trees?’ “Finally, all the 

trees said to the thornbush, ‘Come and be our 

king.’ “The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really 

want to anoint me king over you, come and take refuge 

in my shade; but if not, then let fire come out of the 

thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’ 

 

Remember that thorn bushes give no fruit and like to spread. 

Once you are surrounded by them, it can be hard to get back 

out…  -Fr. Paul 
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We invite youths in grades K-6 in our diocese to participate in our 

annual contest to create a 2020 Christmas card for The Catholic 

Messenger. 

 

Youths living in or attending school/religious education in the Dio-

cese of Davenport may participate in the contest, which has a 

Nov. 18 postmark deadline. The artwork should focus on the reli-

gious nature of Christmas.  

 

Please submit original artwork only, no black and white drawings. 

Complete drawings on white, 8 ½- by 11-inch paper in colored pen-

cil, crayon, marker or paints. If using the color yellow, please use a 

deep shade or surround it with a dark color. Yellow is hard to repro-

duce. 

 

Messenger staff members will judge the entries based on originali-

ty and the ability to convey what Christmas means to Catholics.  

 

Entries must include first and last name, age, grade, home ad-

dress, school (public, private or home school with the school’s 

location) and parish (name and city) on the back of the drawing. 

Please do not fold entries. Any information omitted could be 

grounds for disqualification. 

 

The Catholic Messenger will feature winning entries in the Christ-

mas edition (Dec. 24). The drawings also will be featured on The 

Catholic Messenger Web site: www.catholicmessenger.net. 

 

All entries should be postmarked by Nov. 18 to The Catholic Mes-

senger, 780 W. Central Park Ave., Davenport, IA 52804-1901. 

Mt. Calvary and Holy Family Cemeteries are 
looking for a dependable, hardworking individ-
ual to be an assistance groundskeeper for the 

cemeteries. If interested please contact the cemetery office 
at 563-391-3550. for more information. 

Wreath Pickup Reminder 

Pick-up for the annual ASCS Wreath and Greenery Sale will be 2:30-

5:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 and Monday, Nov. 23 at All Saints Catholic 

School. Due to COVID-19, please check this space or call the school 

office to find out more about pickup procedures. There may be a 

limited amount of items available for purchase after pickup. For more 

information, call the school office at 563-324-3205. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Today Nov. 8 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 08:30AM Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter 

    

Wed. Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day! THANK YOU to all who served 

 02:00 PM Linen Sewing Group/St Clements 

 06:30 PM No Religious Ed/ St Alphonsus 

   

Sun. Nov. 15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 08:30AM Elementary Religious Ed/ St. Peter 

http://www.catholicmessenger.net
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Parishioners will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation on Saturday’s at 3 p.m. 

MASS INTENTIONS - NOVEMBER 9 - 15 

Mon. 8:00 Dale Degen† 

Tues. 8:00 Roger Eisenbacher†   
Wed. 8:00 Mike Gallagher† 

Thurs. 8:00 Mary Gordon† 

Fri. 8:00 L/D Williams/Taylor Families† 

Sat. 4:00 Irene Wolfe† 

Sun. 8:00 Shirley McIntyre† 

St Alphonsus Weekly Offerings Oct 31 & Nov 1 
Weekly Budget: $4,250     Offering:  $5,383 

ST. PETER – BUFFALO 
MASS INTENTION - NOVEMBER 15  

Sun. 10:00 Pro Populo† 

ADA Update 

  St. Alphonsus  St. Peter 

Goal :  $28,124  $8,333 

Pledged: $22,102  $7,098 

Bakeless Cookie Walk Fund Raiser 

It has been decided by the Altar and Rosary to not have the usual 
donated cookies for the Christmas Cookie Walk fund raiser due to 
Covid 19 of course. Instead of making cookies we will set out a 
basket at St Als for the next 3 Sundays for us to put in a mone-
tary donation of any amount of our determination  We look for-
ward to next Christmas to having actual cookies to share and to 

sell. If you have any questions please ask Jane Gadzik, 381-1222. 
Thank you very much.  

Thank you to all who led the Rosary during the month 

of October: Debra Dickinson, Mary Ann Hagemann, Sara 
Lannan, Ron & Laura Patton, Mary Podhirny, Mim Rom-
mel, and Will, Diana & Vicky Underwood. 

Another thanks to Gloria Chavarria for putting together 

the Our Lady of Fatima public rosary event! 

This year instead of an angel tree we will be ask-

ing for a $20 monetary donation. If that’s too 

much please give what you can. The money will be 

used to buy gifts for Good Samaritan and Ivy 

Health (St. Mary’s) nursing home residents, Humil-

ity of Mary’s shelter, and retired priests and nuns. 

Your donation can be dropped in the weekly offertory basket 

with “Angel tree” written in the memo or mailed to the office.  

All Saints Taco Dinner 
All Saints Catholic School will host a To-Go version of the an-
nual taco dinner 4:30-6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21 at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, 422 E. 10th St., Davenport. The dinner will 
include three tacos, chips and salsa and a cookie for $5. All 
orders will be to go with no indoor seating. Participants may 
pre-order and/or pre-pay or purchase and pay the day of the 
dinner. Orders may be picked up inside (masks required) or by 
using the drive-thru. Proceeds will benefit the Gala in Febru-
ary. 
For more information or to pre-order/pre-pay, call the school 
office at 563-324-3205. 
Special thanks to generous donors, Navarro's for taco meat 
and Ganzo's for chips and salsa. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

When doing student report cards, there was a comment the teacher could choose that read: inattentive and easily distracted. Could that comment describe 

your spiritual life? We can become so consumed with myriad distractions and preoccupations and lose our connection to what is really significant and 

important. We can become dull. This happens in our human relationships, too. We can easily take the love of others for granted, whether it be a parent, 

spouse, friend, or a child. We assume and presume that their love will always be there and do very little to cultivate, rejuvenate, and deepen it. Presump-

tion can become a great sin. 

 

We do the same thing with God and our spiritual lives. We presume that God will be merciful. Because we believe that in the end God is going to for-

give us anyway, then why put a lot of effort into things now? What’s the point? It’s far easier to find a comfortable spot, curl up and take a nap! There is 

no immediate urgency to staying awake and attentive, so we think, and we simply fly by the seat of our pants. Assuming and presuming too much about 

our relationships, especially our relationship with God, can lead to neglect and abuse. It can even lead to a sense of entitlement, where we actually be-

lieve that something is due us without much effort on our part. 

 

Folks who are distracted and preoccupied can find their relationships, especially the primary ones, drifting away. You can actually be married to some-

one for many years and wake up one morning realizing that you really do not know them or truly recognize them. We have to desire God in order to 

recognize God. We have to open our hearts, minds, and souls to His Presence so that we can be rejuvenated and refreshed. But we cannot do this if we 

are distracted or napping. We have to be awake and alert! As a young child eagerly watches for and anticipates that arrival of their parent home, so too 

we must watch for God’s presence. If the anticipation of God’s arrival does not excite us and rouse us, then we need to ask why. The wise person keeps 

vigilant watch, knowing that in the end they will not be disappointed.  


