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Confessions beginning at 3 pm on Saturdays before 4:00 PM Mass.
Available by appointment, please call the parish office.

Residence: 1923 Fillmore St. • Davenport, Iowa 52804
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Paige King ― Administrative Assistant
Susan Marshall – Bulletin

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH
Religious Education Director
Mary Ann Hagemann ...................................... 391-8593
RCIA Director
Sister Susan Rueve, O.S.F. .............................. 323-1502
ST. ALPHONSUS EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION CENTER
Shelly Mclntosh, Director ................................ 323-3204
ST. PETER CHURCH — BUFFALO
406 4th Street, Buffalo, IA 52728
Deacon Larry Dankert .................................. 381-2741
Parish Council President
Larry Cawiezell .............................................. 381-5288
Religious Education
Elementary - Nancy Stalder ............................ 381-2058
Intermediate - Scott Heskett .......................... 381-4991
PARISH SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Baptismal preparation class by appointment.
 Please contact office for more information.
Weddings: Make arrangements pastor at least six months before
the wedding date. Dates and times for wedding in both parishes must
be scheduled by contacting the pastor.
RCIA: Classes begin mid-Sept for adults wishing to join the
Catholic church and/or wanting to enter more fully by receiving the
other sacraments. Please contact the parish office to register.
CHILD ABUSE REPORTING: Call Iowa Department of Human
Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy
or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance
coordinator, 563-349-5002; vac@diodav.org
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GENERAL NEWS
From Father’s Desk
Fratelli Tutti Part 3
Beginning in paragraph 106, Pope Francis describes a need for
“A universal love that promotes persons.” He avers that human
societies should be built on the understanding that we are not
merely individuals, but people called to live within communities
with care and compassion for the poor and vulnerable. Those
with disabilities, are impoverished, lack education, or need
health care should be helped to overcome these disadvantages. Since this is a basic tenet of Christianity, I doubt
many people would argue this point. The disagreements usually
arise when it comes to implementing specific plans to overcome this. Indeed, the Holy Father calls for an end to “lighthearted superficiality.” He is calling for real action to overcome
inequality.
Pope Francis now moves to the idea of “solidarity.” He notes
that this should be formed first in the family, then by educators.
Care and compassion for others should be taught to young people and reinforced through social norms in order to increase
our desire to fix problems such as structural causes of poverty,
inequality, lack of work, and denial of rights. In particular, he
decries discrimination based on race, religion, or birthplace.

We invite youths in grades K-6 in our diocese to participate in our
annual contest to create a 2020 Christmas card for The Catholic
Messenger.
Youths living in or attending school/religious education in the Diocese of Davenport may participate in the contest, which has a
Nov. 18 postmark deadline. The artwork should focus on the religious nature of Christmas.
Please submit original artwork only, no black and white drawings.
Complete drawings on white, 8 ½- by 11-inch paper in colored pencil, crayon, marker or paints. If using the color yellow, please use a
deep shade or surround it with a dark color. Yellow is hard to reproduce.
Messenger staff members will judge the entries based on originality and the ability to convey what Christmas means to Catholics.
Entries must include first and last name, age, grade, home address, school (public, private or home school with the school’s
location) and parish (name and city) on the back of the drawing.
Please do not fold entries. Any information omitted could be
grounds for disqualification.
The Catholic Messenger will feature winning entries in the Christmas edition (Dec. 24). The drawings also will be featured on The
Catholic Messenger Web site: www.catholicmessenger.net.

Beginning in paragraph 119 the Holy Father reveals some basic
assumptions he has about private property and borders. While
you may not agree with his viewpoint, these assumptions are
critical to understanding the rest of the document. First, the
Pope declares that if someone is rich, it is because he has taken it from someone else. In his words, “If one person lacks
what is necessary to live with dignity, it is because another person is detaining it.” He also states that “the Christian tradition
has never recognized the right to private property as absolute
or inviolable.” He avers that the right to private property is
merely a “secondary natural right.” Further, the Pope declares
that national borders should not stand in the way of equality. In
other words, if a person is born in an impoverished area, he
should not be prevented in any way from moving to another
place where more wealth might be found.

All entries should be postmarked by Nov. 18 to The Catholic Messenger, 780 W. Central Park Ave., Davenport, IA 52804-1901.

I consider these statements problematic. It is true that at various times the Church has attempted to live in absolute equality. We see in the Acts of the Apostles that the first disciples all
lived together and shared from a common pool of resources.
People sold what they had and distributed everything equally
among the members. While this was a fine sentiment, it eventually failed because there was no incentive for anyone to work
hard or strive for excellence because no amount of work allowed them to get ahead. St. Paul would later say to the people
of Thessalonica that “He who does not work shall not eat.” The
same was repeated by James Smith at Jamestown in 1609 in
order to save people from starvation. The matter of borders is
very controversial, but we have recently seen the importance of
border controls on stopping terroristic attacks and the spread
of disease. While the Pope has some interesting ideas, it is
unclear how they might work in the real world.

For 30 years Pregnancy Resources has celebrated life by
offering the Quad City area women and men the facts they
need to make an informed, life-honoring decision about
their pregnancy. Because of this 3 abortion minded moms
placed babies with adoptive families this year.

-Fr. Paul
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Mt. Calvary and Holy Family Cemeteries
are looking for a dependable, hardworking individual to be an assistance
groundskeeper for the cemeteries. If interested
please contact the cemetery office at 563-391-3550.

If you go to Mass and would like to donate there are envelopes in the back of Church for you to put a check in.
Please place in the collection basket. For those wanting to
donate, but can’t go to church due to COVID-19 please
mail in a check to St. Alphonsus Church or Pat Reagan,
100 S. Pine St. Apt A, Davenport, IA 52802.
Thank you for your support to save babies.
God bless and thank you.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Wis 6:12-16/ Ps 63:2,3-4,5-6,7-8/
1Th 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/ Mt 25:1-13

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS
ST. ALPHONSUS – DAVENPORT
Parishioners will have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation on Saturday’s at 3 p.m.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

ST. PETER – BUFFALO
Sun.

MASS INTENTIONS - NOVEMBER 2 - 8
8:00
Poor Souls†
8:00
L/D Nienaber/Stahler Families†
8:00
Bonnie Bearbower†
8:00
Cetanyan Family†
8:00
Vocations†
4:00
Dawain Hagen†
8:00
Pro Populo†
St Alphonsus Weekly Offerings October 24 & 25
Weekly Budget: $4,250 Offering: $2,164

MASS INTENTION - NOVEMBER 8
10:00
Pat Lohf†
Bakeless Cookie Walk Fund Raiser

It has been decided by the Altar and Rosary to not have
the usual donated cookies for the Christmas Cookie Walk
fund raiser due to Covid 19 of course. Instead of making
cookies we will set out a basket at St Als for the next 3
Sundays for us to put in a monetary donation of any
amount of our determination We look forward to
next Christmas to having actual cookies to share and to
sell. If you have any questions please ask Jane Gadzik,
381-1222. Thank you very much.

St Peter’s Parish Council meeting
11/4/2020 7pm. In Church gathering area.
The Annual Diocesan Appeal
You are great parishioners! Thank you so much for responding to Bishop Zinkula and me, your pastor, in making a
pledge to the ADA. We need only $8,622 (St. Alphonsus)
and $2,840 (St. Peter) in pledges to meet our goal. You will
find fliers and envelopes at the church entrance. Please do
your part so that we can all “pat ourselves on our backs” for
another success.

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
I remember as a child the meticulousness my father would bring to a task. Whether it be tending to a chore in the yard, repairing something, or painting a room, the tiniest of every detail demanded his attention. He had great patience. I benefited greatly by his example and
remember these lessons well. We all need examples to follow. It is important to identity folks who excel at simple things and show us
how to do things well. There are those among us and those who have gone before us who serve as these models and witnesses. They are
ordinary people who in their “extraordinary ordinariness” capture our attention and allow us to see things more clearly.
These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses, heralds, and innovators who bring a single- minded devotion to God to even the
simplest of tasks they perform. They have an openness to being used and become vessels of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They
call us to the “more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its simplicity and splendor. They remind us of the little ones of the Kingdom and the values we all need to cultivate and possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, and the peacemaker who
often are rejected not only by those who have far different agendas but by those you think would welcome them.
All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud of witnesses who journey with us as we make our way through life. They offer us
inspiration, wisdom, intercession, and support. They direct us toward true happiness and remind us that we are all called to be saints. All
it takes is desire, love, and fidelity. There is much we can learn from the official saints of the church. Their guidance is ever before us
and ever with us. But there is also a lot to learn from the unofficial saints of the church. They sit beside us every Sunday, are our neighbors and ordinary people we meet every day. Because of the devotedness of their faith, they remind us to keep going, remain focused,
and cultivate purpose and meaning, and give voice to those who have none. The inspiration is all around us.
Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with great love. Know that you are not alone. Believe that you can persevere. Have great
faith.
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